
 

 

CUMBRIA HEALTH AND WELLBEING BOARD 

Meeting date:    3 December 2021 

From: Director of Public Health  

 
 

PHARMACEUTICAL NEEDS ASSESSMENT 

1.0 EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

1.1 The NHS (Pharmaceutical Services and Local Pharmaceutical Services) 
Regulations 2013 that came into force 1st April 2013 meant that each Health 
and Wellbeing Board (HWB) had to publish a copy of its approved 
Pharmaceutical Needs Assessment (PNA). The purpose of the PNA is to 
assess local needs for pharmacy provision, to identify any gaps in service or 
unmet needs, and to highlight any services that community pharmacies 
could provide to address these needs. 

1.2 The last PNA agreed by Cumbria HWB was published in March 2018. HWBs 
are usually required to publish a revised assessment within three years of 
publication of their previous assessment. The last PNA was published in 
March 2018 and was due for refresh by March 2021. However, in light of the 
COVID-19 pandemic and subsequent pressure on resources NHS England 
has extended the deadline for publication of the PNA to October 2022.  

1.3 The PNA steering group is being initiated to collect the necessary 
information and revise the needs assessment. Initial timelines are detailed in 
Table 1. 

Table 1 

Task  Estimated dates 

PNA steering group meeting December 2021 

Pharmacy contractor Survey to be conducted January 2021 

Public survey to be conducted January 2021 

Data collection & analysis February-April 2022 

Draft to be produced May 2022 

HWB to consider draft PNA 17 June 2022 

60 day (minimum) Consultation of draft PNA June/July/August 2022 

HWB to sign off PNA 9th September 2022 

PNA published By 1st Oct 2022 

 



 

 

2.0 LINKS TO THE HEALTH AND WELLBEING STRATEGY 

2.1 The Health and Social Care Act 2012 amended the Local Government and 
Public Involvement in Health Act 2007 to introduce duties and powers for 
HWBs in relation to Joint Strategic Needs Assessments and Joint Health and 
Wellbeing Strategies. HWBs are also required to undertake Pharmaceutical 
Needs Assessments (PNAs) following Section 128A of the NHS Act 2006, as 
amended by Section 206 of the 2012 Act. 

2.2 This assessment will be the basis for determining future pharmaceutical 
service provision and market entry to support local health need. 

3.0 RECOMMENDATION 

3.1 That the Board note the timings planned to produce the next PNA. 

4.0 BACKGROUND  

4.1 The NHS (Pharmaceutical Services and Local Pharmaceutical Services) 
Regulations 2013 (the NHS Regulations) that came into force 1st April 2013 
meant that each HWB must publish a copy of its approved PNA on or before 
1st April 2015. 

4.2 The last PNA agreed by Cumbria HWB was published March 2018. HWBs 
are required to publish a revised assessment within three years of 
publication of their first assessment. However, in light of the COVID-19 
pandemic and subsequent pressure on resources NHS England has 
extended the deadline for publication of the PNA to October 2022.  

4.3 The PNA steering group membership includes representatives from: 

 CCGs 

 Local Pharmaceutical Committee 

 Local Professional Network 

 Local Medical Committee 

 Healthwatch 

 Cumbria County Council Public Health team, Communications team, 
Performance & Intelligence Team 

 NHS England 

 Dispensing GPs 

4.4 The PNA steering group will prepare the necessary elements involved in the 
needs assessments. 



 

 

 

4.5 Initial project plans key elements of the process to produce are considered to 
align with the following timings: 

Task  Estimated dates 

PNA steering group meeting December 2021 

Pharmacy contractor Survey to be conducted January 2021 

Public survey to be conducted January 2021 

Data collection & analysis February-April 2022 

Draft to be produced May 2022 

HWB to consider draft PNA 17 June 2022 

60 day (minimum) Consultation of draft PNA June/July/August 2022 

HWB to sign off PNA 9th September 2022 

PNA published By 1st Oct 2022 

 

4.6 Under the 2013 regulations, a person who wishes to provide pharmaceutical 
services must apply to NHS England and NHS Improvement to be included 
in the relevant pharmaceutical list by proving they are able to meet a need 
for, or improvements or better access to, pharmaceutical services as set out 
in the relevant pharmaceutical needs assessment. This assessment will be 
the basis for determining future pharmaceutical service provision and market 
entry to support local health need. This is the responsibility of several 
organisations including NHS England. 

4.7 The NHS Regulations specify what must be included in the PNA and these 
along with an Information pack provided by Department of Health & Social 
care will be used by the steering group to ensure the PNA meets the 
requirements. 

4.8 The PNA steering group will ensure the PNA is produced in keeping with the 
guidance and legislation similar to the previous assessment. 

4.9 HWBs must consult specified bodies as set out in Regulation 8 of NHS 
Regulations at least once during the process of developing the PNA with a 
minimum of 60 days for responses.  

4.10 The PNA will be provided to the HWB as a draft and, following consultation, 
for approval for publication. 

 

Colin Cox 
Director of Public Health 
 
November 2021 
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BACKGROUND PAPERS 
 
Department of Health Pharmaceutical Needs Assessments Information Pack for 
local authority Health and Wellbeing Boards, produced October 2021 
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attach
ment_data/file/1029805/pharmaceutical-needs-assessment-information-pack.pdf 
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